Current perspectives on iatrogenic neonatal respiratory distress syndrome.
Iatrogenic respiratory distress syndrome (RDS) continues to result in significant morbidity and mortality. In this series of 176 cases of neonatal RDS, 8 (4.6%) resulted from errors in obstetric management: poor documentation of fetal maturity prior to elective delivery (6 cases), elective cesarean section with premature rupture of the membranes at 33 weeks of gestation (1) and failure to attempt tocolysis at 32 weeks of gestation (1). One neonatal death occurred among the eight cases. The authors encourage others to analyze their experiences in order to identify this important health care problem.